People come to church for a variety of Reasons:
They Come to Worship God
They Come to Learn more about Jesus
They Come because they seek the support of Brothers and Sisters in the Faith.
They have a Burden they need to Share
They Need the Guidance and Direction of God
It is a Habit, they do it weekly
There is a Void within that only God can fill.
*Can you think of Some more Reasons?
In John’s Gospel 1:43-50 we learn of Philip’s encounter with Jesus in Galileay fBah the same city
as was Peter & Andrew, | know that Philip had heard about Jesus for sure.
Philip had a spiritual yearning for God.
This Jesus which he had met and listened to was the one
about whom Moses and the Prophets had spoken.
Jesus was the fulfillment of the Scriptures. So excited and moved was Philip, ¢batdrét keep some-
one like Jesus a secret. He couldn’t keep it to himself. Right away he went tonis\faidnaniel. And
said, “Come and See for yourself.” Do you Share that same kind of excitement aboutatmnstap
with Jesus, that you need to share it?

*Later in Jesus’ ministry when he had told the disciples how hard it would be to bisd¢ifgd)
most of the crowd left, and stopped following him. Peter was to respond, who else in ttibagathe
words of life! Peter learned and even Philip at this early stage knedethet wasn't just the bearer of
the words of life, but knowing him was to be in connection with the very essence ofeife it
We in our church — the Methodist Church- have been challenged to as congregations to'Riitied
Hospitality. The Word “Radical” comes from the Greek world which means to ge¢ root of the prob-
lem. We have something that when shared will get to the root of your problem as a perseri, “Jes
Nathanael is a bit skeptical at first.

Where did you say this guy Jesus came from? Nazareth!
Can anything “good” come from there?
*But Philip must have been convincing as Nathanael proceeds towards Jesusappeohehes, Jesus
addresses him & Nathanael receives a strange greeting from Jesus!
“Here is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!”
In other words you Nathanael are an incredibly honest man,
a truthful man indeed. Nathanael’s response, “how do you know
me!" (thinking-I've never met or seen you before now.)
Jesus tells him then what he was doing even before Philip
had invited him to come see Jesus.
You were sitting & thinking under that fig tree.
**Does that surprise you that Jesus knows what we are doing and
what we are thinking?
It shouldn’t because Jesus is God in human flesh!
He knows everything there is about you.
As the Psalmist said in the 139 Psalm:
| knew you when you were still in your mother’s womb.
| know your words before they are spoken.
$ |1 know your thoughts.
Even your wife or husband doesn’t know that.
Even your mom or dad or best friend isn’t privy to such information.
o Jesus Knows!
Yo & Because He is God!
* **More incredible to me is that he knows all that and he still
! ( ) desires more than anything else to be in relationship with us.
He desires each of us to get to know him deeply so we know his
b+, - 0 2 | words and thoughts also. Jesus wants us to have the words of love
% 1 and kindness and the heart of compassion that he has, so that we v
be people of Radical Hospitality. Having within us and within our

3 4 5 church a “Welcome from God,” that extends to all people, that is oul
1 4 %% call as church.
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The Congregation is invited to tH&" Wedding anniversary for Q
John & Frances on Feb. 8, 2-4PM at the Strite Auditorium af
VMRC. (no gifts please). The family is asking for a Card Showsg
them, the actual date is Feb. 4.

VMRC Oake Lea, Room 245 mtnmmw[{snnv
1475 Virginia Ave
Harrisonburg, VA 22802
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The Ivan L. Long family extends their heartfelt thanks to our church fdoriheir
sympathy extended in so many beautiful ways during our recent bereavement. Your
thoughtfulness and prayers will always remembered.

Bill Gaither, the author, with his wife Gloria, of songs such as “Becauses,” “Then Came the
Morning,” “There’s Something About That Name,” “Something BealjtifiGet All Excited,” and
“The King is Coming,” will be presenting a concert @harlottesville on Sunday, April 26" at
3pm. This would be a great way to relax and have fun aftesmjprservice and a meal at a Ch
lottesville area restaurant. We hope to make arrangementarfowoling as well. Gaither Musig
Group has announced that the following artists are expected torpetifier Gaither Vocal Band (Bil
Gaither, Mark Lowry, Michael English, Wes Hampton, David Phelps)jeEHaase & Signaturg

Sound (Ernie Haase, Tim Duncan, Doug Anderson, Ryan Seaton), Gordon Mot®),(danet Pas
chal, Lynda Randle, and Kevin Williams. The ticket price willB28.50plus a light, per-ticket ser
vice charge. For more details and to make reservationsywisit cloverhillumc.org/gaither, or cal
or email Adam at 919.333.5413 or adamcraig@cloverhillumc.org. Pledse neservations on o
before Sunday, February 15.
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Donna Thacker

Since Pastor Rob recently had eye surgery — I'm going to talk about him this month! Pastor Rob's

surgery was to correct a slowly progressing disease that he has called Fuchs' Dystrophy. It usually

affects both eyes and is slightly more common in women than in men. Although doctors can often

see early signs of Fuchs' dystrophy in people in their 30s and 40s, the disease rarely affects vision

until people reach their 50s and 60s.

In Fuchs' dystrophy, the cells that line the back surface (endothelium) of the cornea slowly deteriorate without any
apparent reason. The primary job of the endothelium is to pump excess fluid from the cornea to maintain its trans-
parency. Destruction of the endothelial cells impairs this function. As a result, fluid builds up in the cornea. This
causes swelling, which changes the cornea's normal curvature and causes blurred vision. In the beginning stages,
you may wake up with blurred vision that gradually improves during the day. As the disease progresses, you may
experience longer periods of impaired vision. You may also have eye pain caused by the eruption of tiny blisters
(epithelial blisters) on the surface of the cornea. Eventually, blindness can result.

Fuchs' dystrophy is a genetic, autosomal dominant disease. That means you get it from a parent. With this kind of
gene each child born from a parent carrying the disease has a 50% chance of getting the Fuchs' Dystrophy gene,
and a 50% chance of getting a normal gene and NOT getting Fuchs' Dystrophy.

Treatment of Fuchs' dystrophy may include:

Eyedrops or ointments to reduce the fluid content in the cornea

Use of a warm hair dryer, held at arm's length or directed across the face, two or three  times a day to
evaporate excess fluid in the cornea

Soft contact lenses to improve vision and reduce discomfort
Surgery to cover the cornea with a thin membrane (conjunctival flap) to reduce pain
Cornea transplant

If you would like more information — Pastor Rob can give you a first-hand account of this experience.
Stay Healthy!

An exercise group will be held three times a week on Tuesday and Thursdayd and Bn
Saturday at 9:30AM starting Thursday, January 15 in the Fellowship hall. Thisevidr

men & women of the church and their friends. Tracy has agreed to lead an aest@s. s °
A notice will be put in newsletter/bulletin advertising this activity. We hopetorbe more
active and maybe lose some weight, all are encouraged to join and will continueasteil.
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To assist with the noise and echoes caused by the high ceilings in the r@\Wwadbd 6 custom 4” x 8” acoustical
panels will be installed on the side walls. Monies were donated to fitaagedject.

Audio Integrity sound systems will do the work to connect our sound systemfedltiveship hall with that in the
church so it will be in place for upcoming weddings this summer and next fall.

Thirty-six new padded chairs were ordered from School Outfitters. Chaid®aloée hinged, and made of heavier
steel than most chairs. United Methodist Men are financing this projec

An update on the church web site was given, and a status report on web site ushelypaisgyear was shared.
Recommendations to renew the website for another year was approved.

The United Methodist Men will be selling BBQ Beef on January 31.

An exercise group will be held three times a week on Tuesday and Thursdd@3id and on Saturday at 9:30AM
starting Thursday, January 15 in the Fellowship hall. This will be for mewen of the church and their friends.
Tracy Stover has agreed to lead an aerobics session. A notice willibepuisletter/bulletin advertising this activity.
We hope to become more active and maybe lose some weight, all are encaujaigeaiid will continue until Easter

Put the Longaberger Basket Bingo (Woodman of the World Bldg.) — Aug. 29 and FadhFeSept. 26 (church

fellowship hall) on your calendars now, and be thinking how you can help.

Here are the upcoming events through March:

1/21 — Feed Rainbow Plus Group — 11:30 AM - CHUMC

2/1 — Souper Bowl Sunday Lunch — 11:30 AM - CHUMC

2/8 — John & Frances Anniversary Reception—2-4 PM-VMRC
2/9 — Feed West Rockingham Ruritans — Mt. Clinton Church
2/15 — Feed Chandler reunion — 1:00 PM — CHUMC

2/15 — Valentine’s Party — 6:30 PM — CHUMC

3/7 — Wild Game Supper — 5:30 PM — CHUMC

3/22 — Potato Lunch — 11:30 AM — CHUMC

Cooks Creek Church is establishing a food bank. Clover Hill UMC will do a faeel df nonperishable foods
collecting the last Sunday of January, and first two Sundays in Febtu@igvar Hill UMC.
- Ed, District Supt., will preach at Clover Hill UMC on Sunday, May 24.

Bible study on Book of Romans will resume on Monday, Jan. 19.

Vacation Bible School is scheduled for July 19-25. Still seeking a volunteetlte deector.

A special “thank you” goes out to Connie for her fine work asGH&MC Treasurer for the past two years.

Thank you to Elaine for accepting the Treasurer’s position for the comingears.

Lord of heaven and earth, we offer you our deepest
appreciation for this blessed land. Stir up a sense of stewardship in every
citizen so we all may care for our nation and each inhabitant of it.

We pray especially for our leaders. Prompt everyone in a position of
authority, from local to national leaders, to strive for righteousness, justice
and the welfare of all citizens.

Finally, we pray that we may be ever mindful of the psalmist’s
teaching that “Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord ...” (Psalm 33:12,
NRSV). May that promise become real “from sea to shining sea.” Amen.




1 - UM Men’s Breakfast & meeting - 8am

1 -“Souper” Bowl Lunch after worship service
------- 1 - Youth Super Bowl Party at parsonage - 5:30pm
2 - Bible Study on Book of Romans - 10am & 7pm

4 - Choir Rehearsal- 7pm

5 - Sr. Citizen’s luncheon— 11:30am

5 - Fitness/ Exercise in Fellowship Halt 7pm

7 - Fitness/ Exercise in Fellowship Halt 9:30am
8 - Fitness/'s Fellowship & Devotions 8am

9 - Bible Study on Book of Romans - 10am & 7pm
10 - Administrative Council meeting — 7pm

11 -Choir Rehearsal- 7pm

12 -Exercise in Fellowship Hall- 7pm

14 -Fitness/ Exercise in Fellowship Halt 9:30am

15 -Youth meeting /Bowling after worship

15 -Progressive Hearts 6:30pm

16 -Bible Study on Book of Romans - 10am & 7pm

17 -Fitness/ Exercise in Fellowship Hall 7pm

18 -Choir Rehearsal- 7pm

&' 19 -Exercise in Fellowship Hall- 7pm
. . . 21 -Fitness/ Exercise in Fellowship Hall 9:30am
* African-American History Month 21 - Fellowship Hall in use in the afternoon
» Boy Scout Sunday, February 8, 2009 23 -Bible Study on Book of Romans - 10am & 7pm
* Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2009 24 -Fitness/ Exercise in Fellowship Halt 7pm
« Presidents’ Day, February 16, 2009 25 -Ash Wednesday Service noon & 7pm

26 -Exercise in Fellowship Hall- 7pm
28 -Fitness/ Exercise in Fellowship Halt 9:30am
28 -Parent’s Night Out - 6-8:30pm

* Transfiguration of the Lord, February 22, 2009
» Ash Wednesday, February 25, 2009

Anniversanes Birthdays



Second Kings, chapter 5, tells of Namaan, an ar
commander who had leprosy. A certain prophet

the Lord sent a message to Namaan, telling him f

go wash in the Jordan River seven times. Reluc
tantly, Namaan did so and was healed.

Choose the prophet’s name from the list
below:

A. Micah
B. Elisha
C. Elijah
D. Judah

Answer on page 2

On Sunday January 4 we started the year off with a youth meet-
ing. We had lunch together, played some games and talked
rhout some resolutions for the New Year. Hopefully the youth
@fe still thinking about the promises they made.

Sunday January 18, a group of 21 went to Cici's Pizza for
lunch and saw the move Mall Cop. It was a funny movie, and we
"all had a great time.

Upcoming events:

Sunday Feb. 1, 5:30 p.m. — Super Bowl Party at Rob’s, bring a
snack to share

Sunday Feb. 15, right after church  — Youth meeting, lunch pro-
vided. Then go bowling, cost $2.50 for shoes, money for snacks
Sunday March 1 — 5:00 p.m. — Covered dish meal and game
night for youth and their parents, Drinks and paper products pro-
vided, please bring a dish or 2 to share.

March 20-22 — District Youth retreat at Camp Overlook, please
let a youth leader know as soon as possible if you are interested
in getting more information.

Sunday March 29, right after church , Youth meeting, lunch
provided, then go to Massanutten Water Park. More details com-
ing.

****Eriends are always welcome at any youth event! For ques-
tions, please call Connie, Jan, or Donna .
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Food Drive for the new Food Pantry at Cooks Creek Presbyterian for the We&ockingham Area.
Cereal (avoid heavily sweetened products)

Dried beans

Rice and boxed rice products

Macaroni and Velveeta cheese or boxed macaroni and cheese
Spaghetti and canned spaghetti sauce (sauce with meat if possible
Boxed potato products

Noodles and beef or chicken broth

Beef stew

Canned fish and other canned meats

Canned vegetables and fruits, Soup,

Powdered milk

Canned fruit juice

Coffee

Other items will be needed later, but we ask that contributions fomdtal food drive be limited to the
items listed above.

Please check expiration dates

Avoid small cans, in many cases, this will be provided to families.




