
We live in a “Big Play” society!  We love the homerun in baseball or the 70 yard 
scoring play or the spectacular catch in football or the 3 point shot at the buzzer to 
win the basketball game.  So much that is done in the name of Jesus, appears in our 
eyes to be “little” things or non-spectacular ones.  We look for that big screen 
“miracle” in our lives and in our mission work.  Falsely we think that if it isn’t a 
“resurrection moment” or a “crossing of the Red Sea” experience, it just doesn’t 
measure up. 
 Well my brothers and sisters in-Christ, God thinks that all acts of kindness 
done to help others and to glorify God are a good and noble thing. I truly believe that 
whenever a person steps outside his own personal world and space in an attempt to 
help the life of someone else by an act of kindness and mercy it is well received by 
God our Father, and makes our big brother Jesus extremely happy and proud.  To me 
a “miracle” is when you do something to enrich others and no longer are concerned 
about your own needs.  God can speak to you in one small voice or use you in little 
ways as well as big.  But to God all acts are big, if you are doing his will!  Your act 
of obedience is what God is looking for, not your desire for the spectacular! 
 Hear the words of Jesus as he is confronted by his Disciples in Mark Chapter 
9:38-41.  John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your 
name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 
But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a deed of power in my name 
will be able to soon afterwards to speak evil of me.  Whoever is not against us is for 
us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear 
the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward.” 
 Later in the chapter Jesus reminds us that as his followers, as “Christians” we 

are to be the “seasoning” for this 
pretty “bland”  world in which 
we live.  We are called to be the 
salt!  Our acts of kindness and 
mercy are the spice that gives to 
others a good taste for Jesus and 
his Gospel.  Mark 9:49-50 
“For everyone will be salted with fire.  Salt is good; 
but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season 
it?  Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one 
another.   
 Are you as a follower of Jesus helping to spice 
up the life of others by sharing with them Jesus.  Are 
you allowing Jesus to love others through your life’s 
work?  If not, why not?  If you have asked Jesus into 
your heart and given to him the control of your life, 
then your actions should reflect the Master’s presence 
within.  The scriptures also say that if you have lost 
the life within you (Jesus’ presence) then you have 
lost your purpose for life and need to instantly return 
your life to his control and guidance so you once 
again be the salt for lost souls in this world! 
Lets get busy for Jesus! 
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A few months ago, I was talking to a co-worker about a situation that she is having with her dad.  He's aging and has multi-
ple health issues, and the daughter feels unappreciated when she tries to help him.  She's a "take-charge" kind of person, 
and her father is rebutting her attempts.   
 

So...I tucked that conversation into the back of my head, and when I recently read an article that a friend of mine had written 
for her church newsletter, the conversation came to the forefront of my mind.  The article offers many tips that we could all 
use to enhance our relationships. 
 

One elderly person summed it up like this: “You’ve never been 80, so please don’t assume you know what’s best for me”.  
One truth in life is that we have not experienced the age of our elders. This often causes a break in our communication and 
relationships. We want to be helpful, and useful, but sometimes our best intentions and efforts go awry. Respect goes a 
long way in addressing that disconnect. 
 

Many elderly and differently-abled folks insist that they don’t need assistance in doing things. If you feel that they do, per-
haps discussing your observations with the person will help to clarify your concern and purpose, as well as address the 
anxieties that the other person is feeling. 
 

Respect personal space.  As much as we believe our help is needed, everyone needs their personal space. While we al-
ways want to be there to help when needed, we need to make certain we are not encroaching on private time or private 
space. Be sure to ask the other person if they feel comfortable with you around, or if they would prefer to be left to do their 
own thing. 
 

Show that you care, but don’t be patronizing . Be available to lend a hand when needed, but don’t insist on doing things 
for them when they would prefer to do it themselves. This allows the person to be at ease with your presence, and accept 
you as an essential part of their life, rather than as a nuisance. 
 

Do unto others what you want others to do unto you.  Having empathy is important. If you can treat others with respect 
and as equals, they will do the same for you. Treat them the same way you would expect to be treated if you were in the 
same position. 
 

Watch and learn.  Don’t jump into trying to “fix” a situation until you know the preferences and needs of the individual. Their 
preferences with regard to food, drink, transportation, hygiene, or simply the chair they prefer to sit in may seem trivial to 
you, but are extremely important to the comfort of the individual. In our haste to fix situations we can cause great distress to 
the very person we are trying to help. 
 

Remember, we are all people, made in the image of God. Some elderly or differently- abled indi-
viduals might not be very mobile. Moving easily is something we often take for granted. Some may 
not even be able to communicate with you directly. But even an individual that cannot move easily, 
or is perhaps unable to speak, can usually hear and understand and covets your respect and con-
sideration.  They desire freedom of choice to the fullest extent available to them, and they have a 
need, and a right to be honored for their accumulated wisdom. 
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· The area food pantry is made up of twelve area churches.  It is currently helping 36 families.  Sandy , Clover Hill 
UMC representative, will post needed food pantry items as she receives them.  She will announce this, as well as put it 
put in newsletter and bulletin, as necessary.  Clover Hill UMC is in charge of handing out the December food pantry 
items on December 17.  Help will be needed, especially men’s help.  Contact Sandy if you can assist on Dec. 17.  Mone-
tary donations will be taken, as well as, food items. 
· John is the new choir director.  He welcomes everyone to join him on Wed. evenings at 7 PM for practice, and be-
come a choir member. 
· Dedication of the new flag and flagpole was held Friday, Sept. 11, at 6:30 PM.  A special thanks to Woodman of the 
World for their generous gift honoring those who serve our country in the military, and Harry Lilly for helping make it 
all happen. 
The Faithful Caterers & helpers fed the following groups in September: 

Belmont Fall Yard Sale – Sat., Sept. 12 
Pilot Club – Monday, Sept. 14 
Clover Hill Ruritans (preachers/teachers) – Tues., Sept. 15 
Rainbow Drive Group – Wed., Sept. 16 

· Frances  is making fabric pumpkins, and selling them for $5 each.  Monies will go towards the Food Pantry.  If inter-
ested in a pumpkin, see Frances. 
· Apple butter for the Fall Festival was made on Sat., Sept. 19.  Sugar and no sugar apple butter was/is available.  
Thanks to all the help in making it happen. 
· The United Method Men’s group and helpers did the annual fall grounds clean up and tree/shrub trimming.  Thanks 
to all who helped in this endeavor to spruce up the outside of our church. 
· CHUMC will again have a food booth at Dayton Days, Sat., Oct. 3, selling our special Cheesy Potato Soup, white 
beans, and hot dogs.  Soup will be made on Friday, Oct. 2 starting at 8 AM in the church kitchen.  Anyone interested in 
helping on Friday and/or Saturday, contact Pat. 
· A New Member/Confirmation/Transfer class began Sept. 20 from 6:30 – 8:00 PM.  They will meet Oct. 4, Oct. 18, 
Nov. 1 and Nov. 15, at the same time.  Attendees will be brought into the church Sun., November 22. 
· Bible study on the Book of Hebrews is being held Mon. mornings at 10 AM or Monday evenings at 7 PM starting 
September 28.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 
· Ed Pruitt, district superintendent held the Charge Conference Tues., Nov. 22.  The proposed Operating Budget and 
list of new church officers for 2010 was approved as submitted. 
· Pastor Rob is doing a Bible study on the Book of Hebrews being held Mon. mornings at 10 AM or Monday evenings 
at 7 PM.  The first class started September 28, but anyone is welcome to come to the next class on Oct. 5. 
· A Sunday school teacher is still needed for the 3 & 4 year olds.  See Pastor Rob if interested. 
· There will be a District Tent Revival at fairgrounds on Oct. 2 at 7 PM.�
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We began last month on September 20th.  We still have four classes.  If you feel led to 
commit your life to Jesus, allow him to be Lord in your life, come and join us from 
6:30-8:00pm on these 4 remaining classes.  The class is for those who have never been 
Baptized, those who were Baptized as an infant/young child so you can openly Profess 
your faith in Jesus for yourself, for those transferring into Clover Hill UMC from an-
other part of the Christian family, or for those who want to “Reaffirm your faith in Jesus 
and to serve him more faithfully as Lord of your life.  Remaining classes are on October 
4 & 18, and November 1 & 15.  Folks will be brought into the church on Sunday No-
vember 22nd.  See Pastor Rob for more details or to ask questions.  
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Pastor Rob is leading a morning and evening Bible Study on the New Testament book of 
Hebrews.  Come joint us on Mondays at 10am or 7pm for an hour long study.  Bring your 
bible, a friend, and a heart to grow in your faith and in your love for Jesus and for others! 
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After Liz Curtis Higgs wrote the popular children’s book The Pumpkin Patch Parable, people began using her 
analogies to say a prayer while carving their Halloween pumpkins. The pumpkin prayer, a Christian alternative 
to Halloween traditions, reminds people of all ages what God has done for us. Use it this fall when your family 
makes jack-o’-lanterns. 
 

 • While cutting off the top of the pumpkin, pray, “Lord,  
  open my mind so I can learn new things about you.”  
  (See Proverbs 1:7.) 
  

 • While removing the seeds and pulp, pray, “Remove  
  the things in my life that don’t please you. Forgive  
  the wrong things I do, and help me forgive others.”  
  (See Matthew 6:14-15.) 
  

 • While making eyes, pray, “Open my eyes to see the  
  beauty you’ve made in the world around me.” (See  
  Psalm 104:24.) 
  

 • While making the nose, pray, “I’m sorry for the  
  times I’ve turned up my nose at your many gifts.” 
  (See James 1:17.) 
  

 • While making the mouth, pray, “Let everything I say  
  please you.” (See Psalm 19:14.) 
  

 • While lighting the candle, pray, “Lord, help me  
  show your light to others through the things I do.” 
  (See Matthew 5:16.) 
  

After carving your pumpkins, display them as examples of how God’s love transforms us into new creations. 
(See 2 Corinthians 5:17.) 
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The 7th Annual Golf Tournament was a success again this year.  Eight 
teams (31 golfers) participated and church members were part of the top 
three teams.  Walter (Pat’s brother in law) captained the winning team. 
Robert and his buddies took second place.  Grant ‘s team took third place.  
Prizes were greens fees at local golf courses.  Chris  won a closest-to-the-pin contest. 
     The Faithfull Caterers provided the meal.  Lenny  was Master of Ceremonies and pre-
sented door prizes to the lucky golfers. 
     Many thanks to everyone who helped out with this fundraiser: the drivers of the drink 
cart, the caterers, the putting contest director and helper, the donors of prizes, the hole 
sign caretaker, those lining up teams to participate, the Methodist Men and all others who 
helped out in any way. 
     Member businesses, member associated businesses, or members who donated $100 to 
have a sign displayed were our hole sponsors.  Businesses get advertising and members 
can honor or memorialize loved ones. 
     Prizes for winning golfers were donated or came out of our budget. A goodie bag and 
a water bottle were provided to each golfer.  These items were donated by members or 
were purchased out of our budget.  Door prizes were solicited by members or donated by 
members. 
     Heritage Oaks Golf Course collected $30 per golfer for Greens fees, provided use of 
all facilities, including extra golf carts, and organized the tournament at the course.  The 
tournament ran smoothly and everyone seemed to have a good time. 

     The Faithfull Caterers did a great job as usual.  They received $6 per golfer for the meal.  The proceeds were do-
nated to the Heifer Project, sponsored by Viola’s kids and to the church building fund.  The youth sponsor suggested 
the money be donated to the building fund this year since they had a successful fund raising year. 
Again, many thanks to everyone!     This report submitted by Elaine McDorman, director. 
 organized the tournament at the course.  The tournament ran smoothly and everyone seemed to have a good time. 
     The Faithfull Caterers did a great job as usual.  They received $6 per golfer for the meal.  The proceeds were do-
nated to the Heifer Project, sponsored by Viola’s kids and to the church building fund.  The youth sponsor suggested 
the money be donated to the building fund this year since they had a successful fund raising year. 
Again, many thanks to everyone!      
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Clover Hill United Methodist Church will again sponsor a food booth at Dayton Days 2009, Sat-

urday, October 3, 2009.  We will be selling our famous Cheesy Potato Soup, and white beans (cooked 
on site).  To complete the meal we will have hot dogs, pimento cheese sandwiches, baked goods, and a 
variety of cold drinks.  We invite everyone to join us for your breakfast, lunch or supper.  Don’t wait too 
long as we sold out early last fall. The soup will be made on Friday, Oct. 2 starting at 8 AM at the 
church.  Any help is welcome, as we have lots of potatoes to peel and soup to make.  We can always use 
extra help Saturday selling our delicious foods.  If you have not already been contacted and signed up, 
please give Pat  a call; she will put you to work.�
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Balance $    22.33 

Golf Fees   2015.00 
Hole Sponsors   1135.00 

Golf Extras     205.00 
Putting Contest    115.00 

Donation    195.00 

Total $ 3687.33 
Greens fees   -930.00 

Contest prizes   -150.00 
Goodies/prizes     -81.52 
Putting Contest      55.00 

Caterer   -186.00 
Check Printing     -26.06 

Total  $2228.75 
    

Heifer Project $   200.00 
Building Fund $ 2000.00 

    

Balance $    28.75 

I would like to offer sincere thanks to my dear church family for 
the cards, calls and prayerful support shown during my recent 
hospitalization.  Special thanks to Rev. Hoskins for your visits 
and prayers with my family.  With God’s blessing,  
  
������   
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  1 - Senior Citizens meeting - 11:30am 
  2 - District Camp meeting at Fair Grounds 
  3 - Memorial Service for Harry & Clara Heatwole at the 

church cemetery - 10:30am 
  3 - Dayton Days Fundraising Food booth - 10:30am 
  4 - World Communion Sunday 
  4 - New member/Confirmation Class - 6:30-8pm 
  5 - Bible Study on Hebrews - 10am & 7pm 
  6 - Pastor Rob in meeting at Farmville district 
  7 - Choir Rehearsal - 7pm 
  9/10 - Wedding Rehearsal & Wedding - Newman/

Williams 
  11 - Church Hike after worship service 
  12 - Bible Study on Hebrews - 10am & 7pm  
  13 - Administrative Council meeting - 7pm 
  14 - Choir Rehearsal - 7pm 
  16/17 - Wedding Rehearsal & Wedding - Hanger/Mann 
  18 - New member/Confirmation Class - 6:30-8pm 
  19 - Bible Study on Hebrews - 10am & 7pm 
  21 - Choir Rehearsal - 7pm 
  23 - Fellowship Hall in use - 6pm till 
  24 - Youth activity 
  24 - Fellowship Hall in use - 7pm till 
  26 - Bible Study on Hebrews - 10am & 7pm 
  28 - Choir Rehearsal - 7pm 
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• World Communion Sunday, October 4, 2009 
• Columbus Day Observance, October 12, 2009 
• Reformation Sunday, October 25, 2009 
• Reformation Day, October 31, 2009 
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. 
 A beautiful psalm describes God’s 
majesty and speaks of human dignity. Which 
of the following psalms describes people as 
having been crowned by God “with glory 
and honor”?  
 
A. Psalm 1  
B. Psalm 8 
C. Psalm 23 
D. Psalm 51 
 
Answer on page 8 
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 Bible Quiz Answer:    B 
(see verse 5, NRSV)   
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